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The Denim Beret Writing Courses
Entrance Assessment


 
  The Denim Beret:    
     a writing school 
            for teens

			NAME:

Please note:  Your assessment will be evaluated only after I receive your completed registration form.


Directions:  This assessment allows me to see what you understand about the writing process, and it also helps me gauge your paragraph skills.  The assessment has two parts.  Please choose the part that applies to you, and follow its directions.  Type your answers in the space provided, adding lines as needed.  You may choose to do the assessment in handwriting first and then transfer your responses to the document.  

Please use dark blue, green, or purple.  Add lines as needed. 

Try to relax and enjoy this assessment!  Do not worry about getting every answer “correct.”  I am evaluating you for general ability, not high percentage points.  Please do not ask for help from anyone, because I need to see what you can do on your own.  


ASSESSMENT 1:  Complete this section if you consider yourself a beginning to intermediate writer.


Prompt:  Choose a topic of interest to you, and write a single-paragraph essay of 10-12 sentences based on that topic.  It may not be a topic on which you must do research, and it may not be a narrative (story).  You will need to follow the entire writing process, so don’t just take out a piece of paper and start writing.  The writing process includes six steps:  prewriting, drafting, revision, editing, proofreading, and publishing.  

When you are finished, please answer the questions that follow.

NOTE:  Please do not use an old essay, even if it’s just a rough draft.  It needs to be a brand-new one written specifically for this assessment.
Part 1:  In the space below, type the final version of your essay.  Underline your topic sentence.


Part 2:  In complete sentences describe your prewriting process.  How did you choose a topic and main idea?  What did you do to prepare for drafting your essay?


Part 3:  In complete sentences describe how you revised your essay to improve your rough draft.  How did you study it to look for strengths and weaknesses?  What kinds of changes did you make, if any?  If you do not know what it means to revise, please note that.


Part 4:  In complete sentences describe how you edited, proofread, and published your essay.**  What kinds of changes did you make, if any?  What did you do for the publishing step?  If you were stuck on any of these steps, please note that. 




**Editing=checking for problems with language; proofreading=checking for typographical errors; publishing-=formatting and decorating for presentation

Part 5:  a) Name as many parts of a well-developed paragraph as you can.  b)  For each one that you name, explain its function in the paragraph.  Hint:  There are six.




ASSESSMENT 2:  Complete this section if you consider yourself an intermediate to advanced writer. 


Prompt:  Choose a topic of interest to you, and write a 3-5 paragraph essay based on that topic.  It may not be a topic on which you must do research, and it may not be a narrative (story).  You will need to follow the entire writing process, so don’t just take out a piece of paper and start writing.  The writing process includes six steps:  prewriting, drafting, revision, editing, proofreading, and publishing.  

When you are finished, please answer the questions that follow.

NOTE:  Please do not use an old essay, even if it’s just a rough draft.  It needs to be a brand-new one written specifically for this assessment.

Part 1:  In the space below, type the final version of your essay.  Underline your thesis statement.


Part 2:  In complete sentences describe your prewriting process.  How did you choose a topic and main idea?  How did you develop your thesis statement?  How did you prepare for drafting your essay?  (If you don’t know what a thesis statement is, please note that.


Part 3:  In complete sentences describe how you revised your essay to improve your rough draft.  How did you study it to look for strengths and weaknesses?  What kinds of changes did you make, if any?  If you do not know what it means to revise, please note that.



Part 4:  In complete sentences describe how you edited, proofread, and published your essay.**  What kinds of changes did you make, if any?  What did you do for the publishing step?  If you were stuck on any of these steps, please note that. 




**Editing=checking for problems with language; proofreading=checking for typographical errors; publishing-=formatting and decorating for presentation

Part 5:  a) Name as many parts of a well-developed essay as you can.  b)  For each one that you name, explain its function in the essay.  


Part 6:  If I asked you to expand your essay to twice as many paragraphs, what are at least three general ways you could do that?  List them below.


Part 7:  In the list below, highlight each kind of essay that you have written before as a formal, graded assignment.  If you highlight at least one, then answer the question below.

	Summary 

Descriptive
Cause-effect
Compare-contrast
Literary analysis
Personal opinion
Personal narrative
Research paper (formal, MLA style, and at least three sources)
Persuasive 
Argumentative
	Problem-solution

Timed


For those essay variations that you have highlighted, do you feel like you understand their general structure, form, and specific features well enough to write more without additional help?  If the answer is “no” for any of them, please list them below.

