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Worksheet for Lesson 3				
Why Writing Well Matters (in the Real World)



  The Denim Beret
  Writing Program    

									NAME:_____________                          
  		    				DATE:______________ 		
PART 1:  Reading and Warm-up Check
_____  I have read lesson 3 carefully and thoroughly.
_____ I have completed my lesson 3 warm-up.

PART 2:  Grammar Mini-lesson—What is a Sentence?, part 2
In lesson 1 you learned what a sentence is and is not.  It is a complete thought (with certain exceptions, such as “Wow!”).  It is not just a part of a complete thought.  That is called a “fragment.”  In casual writing and speech we may easily communicate using fragments, but in formal writing fragments are usually not acceptable.  For example, if your mother tells you to eat your broccoli, and you respond, “Don’t want to,” she will understand what you mean (but may still make you eat it).  However, what you said is not really a complete sentence because it is missing the word “I” – “I don’t want to.”

To write clear, correct “sentences,” however, you need to know a little more than the difference between a sentence and a fragment.  You also need to know how to avoid two pitfalls that I see all the time in student writing.  These are the run-on sentence and comma splice.  Both of these pitfalls make the same mistake of joining two sentences without a proper separation.  

Every sentence begins with a capital letter and ends with an end mark, like this:

	Let’s eat pizza during the movie.

Some sentences join two or more sentences.  Here is an example of how two complete thoughts would be written as separate sentences:


	Let’s eat pizza during the movie.  Then we’ll have ice cream for dessert.


These same sentences could be written as one sentence with either a comma-conjunction combination or a semi-colon placed between them.  A conjunction is a joining word such as “and.”  You will learn more about it later:

	Let’s eat pizza during the movie, and then we’ll have ice cream for dessert.  (comma + “and”)

Let’s eat pizza during the movie; then we’ll have ice cream for dessert.  (semi-colon)

Run-ons and comma splices are errors that join two or more sentences without the proper punctuation.  Notice how they are different:

	Run-on:  Let’s eat pizza during the movie then we’ll have ice cream for dessert.  (The second sentence is joined to the first without an end mark for the first sentence and a capital letter for the second sentence.)


	Comma splice:  Let’s eat pizza during the movie, then we’ll have ice cream for dessert. (The second sentence is joined to the first with only a comma, not “and”+comma.)  


Remember that every sentence you write must be a complete thought that begins with a capital letter and ends with an end mark.  If it is joined to another sentence, it must be with a comma+conjunction (joining word) OR a semi-colon.  


PRACTICE ACTIVITY:

	Read each sentence and label it either “run-on” or “comma splice”.  Then delete or add what is necessary to create two separate sentences.  Remember, this will be a capital letter, an end mark, and/or a comma.


	 ______________  For my birthday I want a trip to Disney World my favorite part is Tomorrowland.


	______________  Mickey Mouse is one of Walt Disney’s oldest characters, Donald Duck is just as popular, though.


	______________  The roller coaster made me dizzy, well, the spinning tea cups were actually worse.


	______________ After we visit Main Street, let’s have lunch, can we have pizza?


	______________ The ride “It’s a Small World” isn’t an exciting ride, but I loved it anyway it just made me happy.


	 In the corresponding blanks below, write one run-on sentence and one comma splice sentence on the subject of “Disney World” or another theme park.  Then write each of your sentences correctly.


Run-on: _____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Corrected Run-on: ___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Comma splice: ______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Corrected Comma splice: ___________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

PART 3:  Lesson Exercises
Directions:  Answer the questions in the spaces provided. Please use dark blue, green, or purple for your answers. Write in complete sentences, and add lines as needed. This is an open-book quiz, but first see what you remember by answering as many questions as you can without help.

1.  What does the following quote mean: “The pen is mightier than the sword?”  Give an example of how this can be true.


2.  What are the two natures of writing?  Identify and explain both.

a.

b

3.  What is the ultimate purpose of writing lessons, according to lesson 2?



4.  What are the two kinds of art mentioned in lesson 3? (HINT:  they are not specific arts, such as painting or music)

a.

b.

5.  Name three ways in which knowing how to write well can be valuable.
a.
b.
c.

