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Worksheet for Lesson 1			
Picking Up the Pen—The Writing Notebook



   The Denim Beret
   Writing Program   
     
 NAME:_______________                   
  		           						  DATE:________________

PART 1:  Reading and Warm-up Check
_____  I have read lesson 2 carefully and thoroughly.
_____ I have completed my lesson 2 warm-up.
_____I have gathered all the necessary supplies listed in lesson 1 and have set up my writing notebook.

PART 2:  Grammar Mini-lesson—The Four Types of Sentences
Now that you know that a sentence is a complete thought, you are ready to learn how sentences are constructed.  In English, sentences can be one of four types.  These types have intimidating names, but I’m betting you will learn them with almost no effort at all.  They are listed below:
	Declarative—a direct statement (i.e., “Christmas comes but once a year.”)
	This is the kind of sentence that we speak the most.  It expresses ideas, information, observations, and stories.  
	If you are not sure if a sentence is declarative or not, ask yourself if it is one of the other three.  They are easier to eliminate.  If it isn’t one of them, the sentence is declarative.
	Interrogative—a question (i.e., “How will we celebrate Christmas this year?”)
	Sometimes questions can be worded as statements (i.e., “I wonder how we should celebrate Christmas this year.”), but interrogative sentences always pose a direct question that ends with a question mark.
	Exclamatory—a statement expressed with strong emotion or extra emphasis (i.e., “Santa Claus is coming to town!”)
	Many exclamatory statements obviously express emotion, like “Watch out for the car!”.  Not all do, though.  Some become exclamatory statements only by the emphasis the speaker gives to the words.  For example, this is a declarative statement:  “I love pizza.”  It is expressed without special emphasis or emotion.  But we can also write, “I love pizza!”  It is the same sentence, but now it is exclamatory because of the emotion expressed through the exclamation point.
	Some exclamatory statements are not really “sentences” at all, meaning that they don’t express a complete thought.  They are simply expressions of emotion or personal address.  You are familiar with many of these, such as the following:
	“Wow!”

“No way!”
“Aargh!”
“Whoops!”
“Hello!”
“Goodbye!”
	You may have caught on that some common expressions could be complete sentences.  For example, “See you later!” is a fragment that is short for “I’ll see you later!”.  The expression “Merry Christmas!” is short for “I wish you a merry Christmas!”  In English we make shortcuts like this a lot, and they are generally acceptable as exclamatory statements.  Technically, however, they are an element of language called “interjections.”  We’ll discuss them in a future lesson.

	Imperative—a command (i.e. “Sarah, please go get the Christmas ornaments from the garage.”)
	These sentences are always a direct command, and they always address the person or animal receiving the command.  The subject (person/animal being addressed), therefore, is always “you,” even if we don’t actually say the word “you.”
	“Fetch the ball!” = “(You) fetch the ball!”

“Pick up some ice cream at the store, please.” = “(You) pick up some ice cream at the store, please.”
“Don’t do that!” = “(You) don’t do that!” 
	Notice that imperative sentences can also be exclamatory sentences, but they are imperative sentences first and should be identified as such.


PRACTICE ACTIVITIES:  
A. Label each sentence below with the letter that corresponds to the correct sentence type.  
Sentence types:  a. declarative     b. interrogative    c. exclamatory   d. imperative
	_____ Please make some sugar cookies for Santa.

_____Will you frost and sprinkle the cookies?
_____These cookies are the best I’ve ever had!
_____Drop the cookie, Rover!
_____Why don’t you come and sit by the fire?
	_____Don’t tell anyone that I added salt instead of sugar to that last batch of cookies.
	_____There is nothing like eating sugar cookies and drinking hot chocolate in front of a fire on a snowy evening.
_____Maybe tomorrow we can take a sleigh ride.
_____Oh no, the cookies are burning up!
_____Don’t forget to leave Santa a glass of milk along with the cookies.
	Bonus!!  _____Grab that blanket for me, will you?


B.  Write an original example of each of the four sentence types:
1. declarative:_______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
2. interrogative:______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
3. exclamatory:______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
4. imperative:________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

PART 3:  Lesson Exercises
	The assignment for this lesson is to study the lesson carefully by re-reading it and highlighting its main ideas.  You will quizzed on it in the lesson 3 assignment.


